
Questions for homegroups on 17th May 2020 sermon – Ann Peachey 
Walking without sinking Matthew 14: 22-33 
 
 

1. Spend a moment to share how you’re doing at this point in the lockdown? What are 
the highs and lows? 
 

2. Ask God to minister to you and each other by the power and gentleness of the Holy 
Spirit as you bring yourselves to him during the next few minutes. 

 
3. Get one person to read the passage again slowly and shut your eyes and imagine you 

are in the boat.  
 
What are you feeling? Noticing? 
Where are you in the boat? Who do you identify with? 
Spend some time in quiet and then have another person read the story again. 
 

4. Share with the group, if you wish, what you became aware of – any words, feelings, 
pictures. 
 

5. How does this impact how you’re feeling with what we’re living through at the 
moment? What is God saying to you about stepping out into a new thing, attitude, 
approach or him leading you to a place of rest and trust in him? 
 
Have you identified what this might mean for you – share if you wish. 
Pray for one another at this point for any particular leading or nudges that God has 
put on your heart. 
 

6. Finally spend some time as a group considering how this makes you think about the 
future of the church, of our church and also of the world and Christian impact on life 
after Covid-19. You may like to explore Dr Ruth Valerio’s article for LICC (see below) 
and Tearfund’s latest campaign: The World Rebooted.  

 
7. What do you think God might be putting on our hearts for the world and the church? 

How might we as a church respond? 
 
You might like to feed these thoughts back to the clergy team – it would be great to 
hear from you. You can email me at ann.peachey@kpc.org.uk 
 

8. End with praying for the church worldwide and the world especially countries who 
are ill-equipped to combat the coronavirus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15/5/20 LICC email: Connecting with Culture Issues and Trends 
 
Faith Flourishing in Lockdown by Dr Ruth Valerio 
 
Is the nation turning to God in prayer? Well, not quite yet, but research from Tearfund has 
shown that prayer is more common than many would think, with just under half (44%) of UK 
adults saying that they pray, and one in twenty (5%) saying they have started praying during 
the lockdown. Daily data from Google for 95 countries corroborates this increased interest, 
as searches for prayer are at their highest levels ever recorded. 
In addition, a quarter (24%) of UK adults say they have watched or listened to a religious 
service since lockdown, 5% of whom say they have never been to church before. Some 
churches are seeing double, sometimes triple, the number of people watching their Sunday 
meetings online that would normally attend in person. 
 
Tearfund released this research (which received a huge amount of media coverage) on the 
same day that The UK Blessing was unleashed over the country. That was completely 
coincidental, but it felt an extraordinary day when matters of prayer and faith were talked 
about across both traditional and social media channels. 
 
I am struck by Augustine’s prayer, ‘You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in you’. Could it be that as the noise and busyness of 
normal life have subsided, restlessness has started to surface and, faced with new fears and 
uncertainties, hearts have started to turn to God? 
 
I find this research encouraging because it is my experience that prayer and practical action 
go hand in hand in responding to any crisis. We have seen a wonderful outpouring of 
practical action in our society and I believe we need an accompanying movement of prayer. 
The research tells us that people are inevitably and understandably praying most for family 
and friends, and Tearfund is calling people to broaden that out to pray for both our global 
and local neighbours, and for our government as it makes key decisions around how to 
stimulate the economy. It is crucial that we use this opportunity to reboot our economy 
along lines that are climate resilient and socially fair. 
 
So let this research give you a new courage to offer to pray for people you know who are 
struggling, or invite them to watch an online service. And let’s also turn our prayers and 
actions beyond our immediate horizons to remember that we are part of a global 
community.  
 

Dr. Ruth Valerio is Global Advocacy and Influencing Director at Tearfund. 
Tearfund have recently launched a resource called The World Rebooted to help church 
leaders and their congregations explore how they can help positively shape the reboot of 
our society and economy. 

 

https://www.tearfund.org/en/media/press_releases/many_brits_look_to_faith_during_lockdown/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U

