
 Home Group Discussion Questions:  

 Week beginning 6th Feb 2022: Luke 13:1-8 

There are lots of questions here, don’t try to tackle them all in one go. After exploring Q1, 
think about which section(s) will most encourage and challenge you (and your group) in 
your discipleship journeys.  

Read Matthew Luke 13:1-8 

1. What is your first reaction to reading a passage like this? What intrigues you? What alarms 
you? What questions emerge?  
 

2. Saying sorry: 
a. Are you good at saying sorry? On a scale of 1-10 where would you put yourself. 
b. In v3 and v5 Jesus uses the phrase ‘unless you repent, you too will all perish.’ The 

Greek word for repentance metanoia literally means ‘to turn’. What does 
repentance mean to you? Is it more than just saying sorry. 

c. Jesus tells his hearers to think about what they can control (their own heart and life) 
rather than focussing on external events. How easy or hard do you find that to do? 

d. What other things might we use as distractions from examining our own hearts. 
e. Can you share an example of when you’ve been on the receiving end of a good 

apology? How about a bad one? 
f. What tips can you share about how to repent well? 

 
3. Everything happens for a reason? 

a. Do you think everything happens for a reason? Does everything have a cause? How 
does Jesus interpretation of the two events in v1-5 effect your thinking? 

b. How do you respond to calamity and tragedy in the world? Do you look for someone 
to blame?  

c. How do you respond to tough events in your own life and family? Might you be able 
to share an example? Do Jesus’ words here help? What other words of Jesus have 
helped you through. 

d. Jesus is clear that these two incidents weren’t caused by the sin of those involved. 
Are there things in your life that maybe you’ve taken on a sense of blame for that 
Jesus might want to lift off? How would that feel? Do you know other people 
carrying false guilt? How can you help. 
 

4. Perish the thought!: 
a. Again in vs 3 and 5 Jesus uses the word ‘perish’. What connotations does this word 

have for you? What do you think Jesus is meaning when he uses this word and 
phrase? 

b. Jesus speaks in many and various ways about what happens after this life, both 
positively and negatively. What do you think happens after you die? 

c. What do you think should happen to the fig tree, v6-8.  What would you do? 
d. The fig tree is a symbol in the Bible (like the vine) for Israel – the people of God – 

how does this fit into the story of Luke’s gospel?  
e. What challenges are there in this for the people of God today (the church)? 



f. Fruit and trees are key themes in Luke, check out Lk 6:43-45; and also Lk 3:7-9. What 
light do these passages shed on your thinking? 

g. If we were to put this passage into action, what kind of changes might God want to 
make in our lives? What kind of changes might God want to see in our church? 
 

Talk to one another and to God, have fun, and see where He leads you. 

If you want help with any of the above questions or to go deeper still in one area or another 
then do contact: 

Rev Steve Johnson: steve.johnson@kpc.org.uk 

Jan Wilson (Home group coordinator): janmarwilson@hotmail.com  

 

 


