
Luke 20: 1-19 – Jesus – are you the real thing?  
 
This is a very encouraging passage which helps us have a foundation for understanding how Jesus has authority 
because he is creator, the beloved son of Almighty God, and the cornerstone from the beginning till the end of time!  
I hope you can enjoy it as much as I have done!!  
 
Intro  
How do we decide if a phone call is a scam or if it is genuine?  
 
Do we have times when we question whether Jesus really does have authority? Is he really true?  
What causes these questions?  
 
(The story Jesus tells here can help us think about the basis for his authority.)   
 
20:1-8  
What question are the scribes and chief priests putting to Jesus? Why do they want to do this?  
 
How does Jesus decide to answer them? V8 – (Not directly, but v9 onwards with a story ….)  
 
20: 9-16  
Who do you think the characters and the scene represent in this story? What makes you think that?  
 
How does this picture of God’s creation (and its evolving nature) and the tenants and how they treat the vineyard, 
and the servants help give us confidence in the authority of Jesus?  
 
20: 13-15 
How does the owner’s attitude in sending his beloved son help us understand how much God loves his people and his 
world?  
 
How does that love get shown in his world today?  
 
20: 14 – 16 
What do the tenants think will happen if they kill the son? (v14).   Do we find this surprising?  
 
How does this surprise seem to be reflected in what the scribes and chief priests think should happen to the tenants 
in v16?  
 
What do both groups seem to be doing with the truth?  
 
How does this link to what Jesus says about the cornerstone in v17?  
 
What has happened to Christian faith in the centuries since the Jews rejected Jesus Christ?  
 
How many people now claim some form of Christian faith?  
 
How does that give us confidence in the authority of Jesus Christ? (That he is the ‘real thing’.)  
 
19:48 
Luke tells us that the people ‘hung on Jesus words’  
 
What could ‘hanging on Jesus words’ look like for us?  

- In how we read the Bible.  
- In how we consider our home, street, village, and the wider world.  
- In how we go about our work, our leisure or family commitments.  
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