
 Home Group Discussion Questions:  

Talking about Jesus 5: Sunday 29th May 2022 

Being Sent – with confidence and courage – displaying compassion – building connections and continuity -  

Over the course of 6 weeks we are going to be learning how to live missionally, and to naturally talk about Jesus. This 

penultimate session is designed to build help us consider conversations that lead to conversion and the moments around that. . 

This series is based on course Mission Shaped Living by John McGinley, which has even more ideas and content should you wish 

to go deeper. 

1. How did last week go? Have you managed to pray for your 5? Does anyone have any interesting stories 

about faith sharing? Don’t worry if there aren’t (yet), keep praying for these places and go with your ears 

and eyes open. 

2. Talk together a little about how you came to faith. How long from when you first heard about Jesus did it 

take to come to a place where you knew you were following him? Was there a clear moment or was it a 

process? What were some of the key factors in you coming to faith? 

Read Luke 19:1-10 

3. This is a key passage about someone coming to faith in Jesus. Is there anything in the passage that 

particularly strikes you? What intrigues, what confuses, how might God be speaking to you, what might you 

ask questions about? 

4. What were some of the barriers Zacchaeus faced in coming to Jesus? What are the barriers for your friends 

and family?  

5. It is Jesus who takes the initiative in seeing Zacchaeus and talking to him. Are we aware of the work Jesus is 

doing in the lives of our friends? What might that be? How might we be able to spot when people are ready 

to hear more about Jesus? 

6. Considering v7, are there people we consider that Jesus shouldn’t engage with or that we don’t want to pray 

for to come to faith? Be honest! Are there those who are beyond redemption or for whom we have given up 

hope? (Then consider v10) 

7. How amazing is v8. Are there amazing parts of your story of coming to faith, or of people you know? What is 

it that changes Zacchaeus, have you experienced anything similar that you can share? 

The Three Circles 

A key part of the process of coming to faith is understanding what Jesus has done for us and how his death and 

resurrection relates to our need for God. It is good to be able to explain the gospel in an understandable way so we 

are exploring a tool called ‘the three circles’ to help.  [ Leaders, remind your group of this activity, watch a video or 

draw the three circles yourself with your group.]  The key questions to consider are: 

- Where do you think you are in this picture? Over here, towards God’s design, or feeling a bit stuck in 

brokenness? 

- Where would you like to be? 

- Is there anything that would stop you from turning and trusting in Jesus now. 

Practice drawing the diagram and telling it in pairs. There is an example with narrative below as well as a blank 

practice sheet. We practice it in order to become confident explaining the gospel. The Three Circles is just a tool but 

can be a really helpful framework for any gospel conversation. Remember the need to ask the questions at the end 

as this helps us to know where people are at and whether they’re ready to put their trust in Jesus. 

8. Is there a non-Christian you could share this with? Even as a ‘my Church has asked me to practice this, what 

do you think about it?’ way in. 

9. Lastly – pray together for courage and the opportunity to share your faith with a person of peace this week. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talking about Jesus 

Week5: God’s story 

When talking about Jesus, having a simple way to 

explain God’s story can be very helpful as both a   

reminder to you and a way to explore faith. 

  

Have a go at drawing the 3 circles approach to    

sharing God’s story. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 You can change the word ‘believe’ to ‘trust’ if that’s 

helpful. 

Simple draft text: 

Have you ever thought about how messed up and 

broken the world is? Awful things happen. If we’re 

honest we’ve all had an experience of that 

brokenness (add your personal examples). There 

are thing that I regret I’ve done too that contribute 

to the brokenness in this world (Add examples) 

(Draw 1st Circle with word brokenness.) 

But alongside the pain, we also see goodness and 

beauty (share examples). That’s because we still 

see evidence of God’s design for the world. That 

sense of how things are meant to be. How do we 

hold together these two realities?  (Draw 2nd circle 

with God’s perfect design) 

The way Christians understand it is that God 

created this world for good and for us to know his 

love but we thought we knew a better way, turned 

our back on him and rejected his plan and love for 

us. We call this selfishness and rejection of God, 

‘sin.’ It’s what creates the brokenness we 

experience. (Draw ‘sin’ arrow). 

We try all sorts of things to ‘fix’ that sense of 

brokenness and numb the pain (share examples, 

including even religion). We’re looking for a door 

out of it all. (draw door) Each of these things is like 

a bungee cord though and we soon get pulled back 

into it again. (Can you share any personal 

examples?) (Draw brokenness arrows) 

But God knew about this mess and he didn’t want 

to leave us like that. He came in the form of his 

only Son, Jesus, lived a life among us, free from sin, 

healing brokenness and revealing God’s love. By 

dying on the cross, he payed for all our sin and then 

came back to life to make a new kind of life 

possible for everyone.  (Draw Jesus box) He said 

that if we turn and believe in him, putting our trust 

in him and following him with our lives then we 

could be set free from our brokenness and sin. 

(Draw turn arrow) In him we cross over into new 

life where we discover God’s love  grow more and 

more into God’s good design for us.  (Draw Grow 

arrow) 

Lastly, even as he works on us, he gives us a new 

purpose to go back into the broken world to act like 

he has and to offer his love and compassion, grace 

and good news.  (Draw ‘go’ arrow). 

Where do you think you ae in this picture? 

Where would you like to be? 

Is there anything that would stop you from turning 

and trusting in Jesus now? 
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Thinking about your own faith, where would you put 

yourself in this diagram? 


