
Eco Newsletter August 2022 
Thisis the 10thNewsletterreporting Eco Activity at KPC. Check the Eco Page on the 

church website for more information. This editionhasthe plans for our Eco Church Great 

Big Green Week in September, some practical tips on gardening & summer barbecues, 

and some reflections on bees and butterflies. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Great Big Green Week 24 Sept – 2 Oct is the UK’s 
biggest call for action on climate change and nature, showing 
decision makers that people from all walks of life are 
stepping up to take action - and that we need them to step 
up too. Last year more than 200,000 people showed up for 
the planet in over 500 events nationally. Christians and 
churches are being encouraged to take part in this to show 
that we serve a God of Creation. Knowle Parish Church will 
join in this national effort and our plans include: 

 
❖ We hope to organise a church walk (or two) and have 

some other outdoor activities.  
 

❖ Sarah Covington will be doing lots with the children's 
groups as well and coordinating some activities in local 
schools. We also hope to involve the children at Stepping 
Stones with a treasure hunt. Plans are under way and 
will be confirmed early in September. 

 

❖ We will also be asking everyone to think about an Eco 
pledge they could make in order to keep Eco issues in 
people's minds and encourage them on their journey.  

 

❖ There will be a Great Big Bring and Share Lunch on 
Sunday 2nd October in St. John's Hall. (Harvest Sunday: 
a time to celebrate and give thanks for food). We will 
celebrate the week with our church family and also invite 
friends and neighbours to have lunch with us. Our 
church family will provide the food. 

 

“The bee is more 

honoured than other 

animals not because she 

labours, but because she 

labours for others.” 

St John Chrysostom 



 

Eco Tipfor the Summer Barbecue Season: Ditch disposables! Single-use plastic 

&styrofoam are sourced from fossil fuels and contribute to climate change. Both 

materials also contain carcinogens harmful to human health; this is particularly true 

when they are used for hot liquids or food, or microwaved. In a season of picnics and 

busyness, try to remember to ‘BYOC’ (Bring Your Own Container or Cutlery) for 

your summer snacks instead of buying disposable items. Think reusable lunch boxes or beeswax 

wraps. Glass jars can be a good option as they are non-toxic, don’t hold on to grease or food smells, 

and can hold liquids well too (but do mind their temperature with hot liquids).  Avoid all disposable 

barbecues during this season of fire risks!  Check the Fire Service advice on countryside fire risks!! 

 

 

 

Make your garden a haven for butterflies, bees and hoverflies: Grow nectar-rich flowers and 
the best spring and summer plants for pollinators. Insects make the world go round. They pollinate 
crops and wildflowers, recycle dead leaves, dung and animal corpses, control pests, help keep the soil 
healthy, and are food for many birds, lizards, amphibians, bats and other small mammals.All of this 
happens in gardens, meaning that the plants we grow play a huge role in the success of insect species.  
 

Most annual bedding plants, such as busy lizzies, begonias, pansies, petunias and pelargoniums are 
hopeless for insects, as are most ‘double’ varieties, which have extra petals instead of the pollen-
producing anthers.  Different plants tend to attract different insects, depending on the shape of the 
flower. Foxgloves, for example, attract only species of bumblebee that have long tongues, since 
without these the bees cannot reach the nectar. Shallow flowers, such as helenium and single roses, 
attract short-tongued bees and hoverflies, and marjoram is very attractive to butterflies. It is great to 
have a mix to cater for as many insects as possible.  
 

Try also to have flowers through the year, from when the first hungry bumblebee queens emerge in 
early March through to October when the last few insects are feeding up for hibernation.  Include 
wildflowers, which are usually great for native insects, and also many traditional cottage garden plants. 
Most are very easy to grow, and most are perennials so they don’t need replacing every year. 

Advice from BBC Countryfile Magazine 

 

A Prayer for this month:  

Bless the bees.  Bless them with abundant healthy food 

and nesting sites.  Bless them with strong, healthy 

offspring. Bless future generations of bees, and may their 

populations be expanded and protected.  Thank you for 

bees, and may they forever be blessed. Amen 

Prayer from Lars Chittka on www.buzzabout bees.net 

A message from Gideon Heugh of Tearfund:  
 
When it comes to weather, extreme is becoming the new normal. Every week seems to 
bring fresh news of climate chaos. The increasing frequency and intensity of weather 
events such as floods, storms and droughts around the world is having a huge impact – 
particularly for people living in poverty. With many world leaders still dragging their heels 
over policies to tackle climate change, we need a renewed urgency in the church for prayer 
and action. 

See Renewed calls for prayer as climate chaos spreads - Tearfund 

https://arocha.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69f4c1083320061706fe47874&id=95ee1ad0b5&e=cbb801b702
https://arocha.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69f4c1083320061706fe47874&id=95ee1ad0b5&e=cbb801b702
http://www.buzzabout/
https://www.tearfund.org/stories/2022/07/renewed-calls-for-prayer-as-climate-chaos-spreads?utm_source=Tearfund+Action&utm_campaign=0539d534c0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_07_26_02_19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_347a47338a-0539d534c0-33734396&mc_cid=0539d534c0&mc_eid=d4fc922976

